
Eur J Cancer Cltn Oncol. Vol. PO. No. 8. pp. 991-992. 1984 
Pergamon Purrs Ltd. Pnnred in Great Bnrain. 

Editorial 

During the 4 years from 1980 through 1983, our 
journal published 915 manuscripts, representing 
60% of the submitted articles (Table 1). This is an 
average of 229 articles published per year, as 
compared with 188 articles for the last (1979) 
previous recorded year. Therefore the number of 
submitted and published articles continued to 
increase as before, and the proportion of accepted 
manuscripts is constant. 

Our readers are referred to the Euro@~~n 
Journal of Cancer [l] for a comparison of 
previous and present data. Our manuscripts 
originate from 42 countries, the important 
contributors being Western Europe and the 
United States (Fig. 1). We have commented in a 
previous study [l] on the significance of the 
national origin of the published medical articles. 
Our comments and conclusions are still in order 
in 1984; the overwhelming predominance of the 
U.S. productivity of work of high quality and 
originality as compared with Western Europe is 
unchanged and should be a cause for concern in 
this part of Europe. It is little comfort to realize 
that a similar predominance exists in favor of 
Western Europe when compared to Eastern 
Europe and the rest of the world. We think that 
part of the unfavorable European productivity is 
due to its persistent and obsolete partition into 
small nations, governed by outdated national 
governments which should give way to some form 
of federal government. In view of the apparent 
gradual disintegration of Europe as a political 
and cultural entity, the imbalance may become 
more accentuated, as predicted in a French 
journal [2]. However, the European Journal of 
Cancer CL Clinical Oncology is holding its own in 
the comparison: our obligation as scientists and 
citizens is to do our utmost in our area of 
influence, to reverse the trend imposed by the 
inadaptation of our government structures and 
reaffirm the necessary conditions for an efficient 
utilization of our human and natural resources in 
science and medicine; that is, a united Europe. To 
this task, the European Journal of Cancer CL 
Clinical Oncology will continue to dedicate its 
efforts. 

H. J. TAGNON 
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Table 1. European Journal of 
Cancer & Clinical Oncology 
manuscripts published from 1980 

to 1983 
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Fig. 1. Countries of origin of articles published in the European Journal of Cancer & Clinical Oncology 
1980-1983. 
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